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THE YUKON ASSOCIATION OF 


NON STATUS INDIANS 


statement of proposed settlement of 
claims by the Indian people of the 


Yukon Territory 


The following statement has been prepared as 
the result of a meeting of delegates from 
the Non Status Indian communities throughout 


the Yukon Territories March 10 and 11, 1973. 


Presented to the House of Commons Standing 
Committee of Indian Affairs and Northern 


Development. 


March 29, 1973. 
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The Yukon Association of Non Status Indians en behalf 
of those people of Indian ancestry who do not come under the 
Indian Act, hereby presents its statement on the paper "Together 
Today For Our Children Tomorrow.” 


We are the result of an experiment which did not work. 
We are the victims of whiteman's law as stated in the Indian 
Act. According to that law, we are not Indians. According to 
the society in which we live, we are not whitemen. Unaccepted 
by the white society which legislates that we are not Indians 
and unable to be accepted by our Indian brothers as they were 
progressively dominated by a law they did not understand, we 
have lived as outcasts from two societies. One society we did 


not understand. One society we could not prevent from destruction. 


| The whiteman's society is one we have never completely 
understood. This society is one which has values we have not 
been able to accept. Some of us have appeared successful in 
this society but our success has been won with a struggle that 
has meant many disappointments, many tears and much bitterness. 
Many of us have not been able to deal with the white society. 
We have found ourselves caught in a circle which always leads 
back to déspair. We are the people that live at the edge of both 
societies. We are the people that took over the shacks 
abandoned when Indian Affairs built new houses for "Indian” 


people. 


The Indian society, the old Indian society, ts our 
birthright. This is the society into which we were born. 
This is the society in which we were raised. Until the 
whiteman: came with his new laws, this is what we thought 
we were. It is only tan or fifteen years ago that some of 
us, who live today, were charged and pleaded guilty to being 
drunk off the reserve. When the whiteman wanted to punish 
us they said we were "Indians". When we asked for our rights 


we were told we were not "Indians". 


We are people of the land. We have come from the 
lana, and we love the land, but the land is no longer what 
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it was. The land is now a part of the whiteman's new economy. 
It is tracked over, marked off, sold and scarred for the 
minerals and oils that lay beneath it. The land can no longer 


be used the way our ancestors, the way our parents, used it. 


Today, we are accepting that the land is no longer usable 
in the old way. From fur traders, to gold miners, to armies, 
to mines, to oil. we have seen the land changed. We have allowed 
this change, and now we must seek a way to live in the new 


economy for which our land is being used. 


We are not seeking a way to sell our land. We are 
seeking a way to use it in the new way. Our culture does 
not allow us to sell our land. The land is a part of us, 


and we are a part of the land. 


We are willing to make a settlement with the 
Government of Canada. In return for the use of the land 
we expect the Government of Canada to make it possible for 
our people to develop a means of participation in its use. 
In doing this, we state emphatically that all people of 


Yukon Indian ancestry have a right in this settlement. 


je approach the settlement of our claim to the 
land, seeking a way which will not require long and diffi- 
cult battles in courts of law. The highest court of Canada 
has been unable to reach a decision on the legal right of 
the Nishga Indians to a land claim. The Indian Act defini- 
tion of an Indian is presently under question. The right 
of all Indian people to participate in settlement has been 


recognized in various statutes of this country. 


In general terms, the ideas as set forward in the 
Yukon Native Brotherhood's paper are acceptable to YANSI 
end their membership. “Nobody can quarrel with the devas- 
tating effect that the whiteman has had in settling in the 
Yukon Territory. Many of the problems the native people 
are facing today are related in large measure to the white 
man's culture having made inroads into the native Indian 
community which was self-sufficient prior to the white man's 
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The membership of YANSI accepts the historical ror- 
trayal of events in the Yukon as set out in the YNB paper. 
There can be no dispute to the fact that the Yukon native 
Indian community had a great deal of difficulty adjusting 


to the white man's culture. 


The YANSI Membership, as with the YNB membership, 
endorses the principle of approaching this land claims 
matter as an opportunity to achieve an exciting new future 
for the native Indian people of the Yukon. Although any 
prospective settlement must take into consideration compen= 
sating the native people for the wrongs committed upon them 
in the past, the settlement must also be oriented to a new 
direction for the future to ensure that what has happened 


in tne past will not be repeated from now on. 


fhe YNB paper endorses the principle that both 
status and non status people must be considered eligible 
to participate in the settlement of the land question. 
To us as Indian People, membership with the Department of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development has no bearing 


on our entitlements on the basis of our rights. 


In. particular, YANSI strenuously opposes any 
suggestion of adopting the definition of "Indian" as set. 
out in the Indian Act for purposes of determining eligi- 
bility to participate in the land settlement question. 


The YNB's paper sets out a qualification formula 
which reads as follows: 5 ie 


"Those who will be eligible to participate in the 

Settlement: ; } 

(a) Must be of Yukon Indian Ancestry. (must be able to 
trace his encestry to a Yukon Indian who was resident 
in the Yukon before January 1, 1941), and, 

(bo) Must be 18 years of age or the child of a person over 
the age of 18 years, and 


(c) Must be at least twenty-five percent Indian blood, and 
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(ad) Must be enrolled as a Yukon Indian by the local enumeration 


committee established by individuel communities." 


YANSI adopts this formula as being acceptable and fair 


to all concerned. 


It is in everyone's interest that justice be done 
both to the status and non-status Indian communities of the 
Yukon. It is YANSI's firm belief that only with locked-in 
guarantees of equal participation of status and non-status 
Indians on the various proposed committees can there be the 
necessary protection to the non-status- Indian that his voice 


will be heard in all discussions. 


The YNB paper suggests the setting up of a Yukon 
Indian General Council, which will initially control all 
lands and funds for a period of approximately five years. 
This General Council will have control of the settlement 
funds and will initiate the programmes to assist the Indian 
community. Although YANSI is not necessarily opposed to 
such a concept, it strenuously objects to any suggestion 


that this General Council be made up of only status Indians. 


The YNB paper states in part, at page 57: 


"This central control will be necessary to help 
set up the various organizations both local and 
regional. This control body must be democrati- 
cally elected from all participants of the 
settlement. The General Council of the Yukon 
Native Brotherhood will act as this body for 
the first year of settlement until an enumer- 
ation.is carried out and elections are held. 
The first delegates to the Yukon Indian General 
Council will draw up a constitution providing 
for democratic rules of procedure.” 


YANSI objects in the strongest of terms to any 
suggestion that for the first year of settlement and General 
Council of the Yukon Native Brotherhood will act as the 
"General Council" on behalf of all Yukon Indians. In the 
spirit of brotherhood between status and non-status Indians, 
it is respectfully submitted that the General Council 
established to co-ordinate all matters for the first year 


of scttlement should be made up equally of representatives 
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of the status and non-status Indian communities of the Yukon. 
The concept of democratically electing the members of the 
€entral Council after a one year period may well be acceptable 
to YANSI. However, any suggestion that for the first year of 
settlement, only members of the Yukon Native Brotherhood are 
eligible to be members of the General Council is a concept 


wholly unacceptable to YANSI and its membership. 


YANSI takes the position that the membership of 
the General Council should be made up of members of the status 


and non-status Indian communities in equal numbers. 


The YNB recommends the establishment of a Negoti-~ 
ating Committee (see page 76 of their paper). YANSI has no 
objection to the establishment of a Negotiating Committee. 
However, the suggestion by the YNB that the Negotiating 
Committee be made up of five members of the Yukon Native | 
Brotherhood, and five members of the Government of Canada, 
without any Pepresentation of the non-status community of 


the Yukon, is again totally unacceptable to our people. 


We wish equal representation on that Negotiating 


Committee. 


If we, the Yukon Non-Status Indians, are not 
properly represented and given an equal voice at the 
Negotiating Committee level, we may well be ignored ing 
all subsequent decisions made towards a settienent of , 
our claims. We need only to mention the record of the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 


over the last 100 years to prove our point. 


With proper representation of the non~status 
Indians on the Negotiating Committee, we will have some 
assurence that our interests are being protected in the 
establishment of the machinery that will be set up to 


settle the land claims issue. 


Bearing in mind the absolute necessity of equal 
participation of! its membership a meeting of delegates from 
the local communities of the Yukon Association of Non-Status 
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Indians passed the following resolution at a meeting held to 
discuss the paper "Together Today for our Children Tomorrow". 


"That the Yukon Association of Non-Status Indians 
accept the settlement paper put forward to the Yukon Native 
Brotherhood, in principle, with the following amendments:” 


a) On page 57 paragraph 2 should be amended to read, 

"This central control will be necessary to help set up the 
various organizations both local and regional. This control 
body must be democratically elected from ell participants of 
the Settlement. A committee formed of equal representation 
from the Yukon Native Brotherhood and the Yukon Association 

of Non-Status Indians will act as this body for the first 

year of Settlement until an enumeration is carried out and 
elections are held. The first delegates to the Yukon Indian 
General Council will draw up a constitution providing for 


democratic rules of procedure.” 


b) On page 76 paragraph 2 should be amended to 
read, "We ask the Government to immediately set up a Nego- 
tiating Committee who will study this paper and draw up the 
framework for the necessary legislation. This committee 
should have oer representatives and one resource person 
from the Yukon Native Brotherhood and three representatives 
and one resource person from the Yukon “Association of Non- 
Status Indians and eight persons appointed by the Government 
of Canada. This Negotiating Committee should appoint a 


Chairman from outside its members." 


Further to these proposed amendments, which would 
make the paper acceptable, the delegates at the meeting 
adepted the following resolutions: 

1. ‘That the Yukon Association of Non-Status Indians request 
an explanation from the Government of Canada as to why 
the temporary lend freeze requested by the Yukon Wative 
Brotherhood has not’ been granted and:that this assoion 
reinforce the request by the Yukon Native Brotherhood 
for a temporary land freeze on all unoccupied, unalienated 
crown lands to allow enough time for selection, survey, and 


treusfer of llega] control to the Tukon Indian people. 
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2. That the Yukon Association of Non-Status Indians requests 
the Government of Canada to provide the funds required by 
our Association, to continue the present program of prepar- 
ation for settlement implimentation and program takeover, 
act immediately on the proposal being put forward by the 
Native Council of Canada, for land settlement research 
and development, on behalf of the Metis and non-status 


people of Canada. 


The Yukon Association of Non-Status Indians suggests 
to all Canadians that, ea just and fair settlement of claims and 
grievances as put forward on behalf of the Indian people of the 
Yukon Territory will bring about an honourable development in 
the Yukon, in Canada's North and in all of Canada. This is a 
challenge to all Canadians to prove that the multi-cultural 
experimant, which is Canada, is workable. Let us not forget 
that only through equal participation can we have a balanced 
society. | 


On behalf of the Non-Status Indians of the Yukon 


Territory: 


Joe Jacquot, President 
Margaret Joe, Vice-President 
Maxine Grant, Secretary-Treasurer 
Patt Delaney _ 

Dorothy Wabisca 

Allan McDiarmid 

Steve Vanbibber 

Steve ‘Taylor 

Rosalie Washington 

Neil McDonald 

Johnny Johns 

Ted Geddes 

Dave Porter 

Joy McDiarmid 

Bob Joe 
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